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Lesson 4 Discussion Board: The Electoral College Debate
With relevance to the notes, videos, and articles, there is a reason for the electoral college to be abolished. A major reason why the electoral college should be abolished is because it ignores the will of the people. Clearly, there are more than 300 million people in the U.S., but only 538 people are involved to make a decision on who will become the president. For example, in the 2016 elections, Hillary Clinton, who won the popular votes by more than a million votes did not have a chance to be the president. This was due to the electoral college who voted on who to become the president. Therefore, this shows the extent to which the will of the people is not practiced, since regardless of how a presidential candidate is loved or preferred by the people, the electoral college has the power to influence the presidential results. In fact, Donald Trump, who was elected as the president by the electoral college, said he believed that it would be better if the president was to be elected by popular vote after the 2016 elections. Therefore, basing on the fact that electoral college does not take note of the will of the people, it is clear that it should be abolished.
The fact that the electoral college gives excessive power to the swing states is another reason why the electoral college should be abolished. As Posner in his article suggests, the presidential candidates tend to focus on campaigning on the toss-up states, while paying less attention on the states where they are sure to win. It is evident enough, that the two main political parties mostly focus on winning the electoral votes in certain states, but do not worry a lot about the actual popular votes. This is always due to the presence of the electoral college. With the electoral college, the presidential candidates tend to pay attention only to a few numbers of states that are capable of swinging the election results, a sign that the electoral college allows the presidential election results to be decided upon by a small number of states.
